
TThhee  KKiinnggssttoonn  HHoorrttiiccuull ttuurraall   SSoocciieettyy  

““ CCOOLLUUMMBBII NNEE””   
News Letter 

February 2008 
  

All members and friends are cordially invited to our Monthly Meeting, 
Thursday, February 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

HHaappppyy  
VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss  DDaayy!!  

                                                                         
 
 

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary Prog Prog Prog Programmerammerammeramme    
 

‘Alpines of the High Desert’  
wwiitthh  

Ernie Boyd 
 

    
    

Please note deadline for copy for the Please note deadline for copy for the Please note deadline for copy for the Please note deadline for copy for the MarchMarchMarchMarch edition of  edition of  edition of  edition of 
Columbine will be the 16Columbine will be the 16Columbine will be the 16Columbine will be the 16thththth of  of  of  of FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary....    

    
    
 

 



Meetings are held at the Seniors Centre, 56 Francis St. Entry 
from the south parking lot leads to an accessible ramp and 
door and the hall to the Gymnasium. Extra parking is 
available in the north lot with entry leading directly down the 
hall to the Gymnasium. Escorted exit by flashlight is available 
at the conclusion of meetings. To take advantage of this 
service, just ask a member of the staff.  

 

KHS Executive 
 

President:        
Mary Elisabeth Poirier        613-384-7790           
 
Vice President 
  Position is vacant 
 
Secretary: 
Hugh Pollitt-Smith             613-545-0947 
  
Treasurer:    
Mabel Corlett            613-544-9544 
 
Membership & Data Coordinator: 
Lisa Cook                           613-384-1463 
 
Past President  
Dave White                     613-353-1151 
 
Columbine Distribution Coordinator : 
Lois Tisdale                 613-548-3753. 
 
Web Page Coordinator:  
Kim Hay 
 
 

 



The Kingston Horticultural Society may be reached by mail at 
P.O.Box 774, Kingston, Ontario, K7L 4X6.  
The Society publishes the Columbine Newsletter ten times 
per year. 
 
The Columbine editor is Barri Chamberlain, 613-389-0573. By email at: 

b.chamberlain @sympatico.ca. 
The Kingston Horticultural Society is visible on the web at: 

http://www.ikweb.com/khs/index.html.  
The Society website coordinator is Kim Hay who may be reached at 

kim@starlightcascade.ca.  
 
 

“Flower “Flower “Flower “Flower     
Arranging & Arranging & Arranging & Arranging &     

Show Corner“Show Corner“Show Corner“Show Corner“    
With Margaret Skolnick  542-0561 

          and Sue Pritchard 542-1207 
  

DDeeccoorraattiivvee  DDiivviissiioonn  
 
Class 1:  ‘My One and Only’  - a design using a single bloom 
 
Class 2:  ‘Rhythm and Blues’  - a design using dried materials only 
 

HHoorrttiiccuullttuurraall  DDiivviissiioonn  
 
Class 3: ‘Be My Love’  – create a card using pressed flowers  
 
Class 4:  One houseplant in bloom 
 
 
Programme for February Meeting  
“Alpines of the High Desert” w/ Ottawa Valley Rock Garden HS enthusiasts 
Ernie Boyd and Hugh Hope. 
   This title refers to plants that grow in the sub-alpine and high alpine 
zones of the Wasatch Mountains near Salt Lake City, Utah and of the 



Ruby Mountains near Elko, Nevada. Surprisingly, some of the plants 
found in both locations can be grown here in Ontario. I think that the 
members of our Society will be intrigued both by the plants and 
the conditions that make this possible. If you have been contemplating 
constructing a trough garden for alpines and other small plants—mark 
this lecture on your calendar. 
Ernie Boyd is an avid amateur photographer and rock gardener. 
These passions have taken him to the high alpine areas of several 
national parks in Canada and the USA. He has also photographed 
plants and landscapes locally and as far away as Cape St. Mary's, 
Newfoundland. Last summer he toured alpine areas at Snowbird, Utah 
and the Ruby Mountains, Nevada as well as some interesting cactus 
gardens in Salt Lake City. 
 He has been an active member of the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden 
and Horticultural Society for many years and works with a small group 
of volunteers who frequently offer trough -making sessions in the 
greater Ottawa area. He estimates that he and Brian Carson, together 
with the volunteers, have assisted in the making of more than 300 
hypertufa garden troughs in recent years.  
 Ernie is a member of the North American Rock Garden Society 
(NARGS) and for two years was a member of its Nominating 
Committee. He is currently chairing a group that will be hosting the 
Annual General Meeting of the North American Rock Garden Society 
at Ottawa during June, 2008. Joining Ernie will be Hugh Hope, who 
accompanied him during the field visits to Utah & Nevada. Hugh is a 
retired research scientist formerly with the Department of Agriculture. 
He is a keen gardener with an interest in the neat plants that grow in 
high places.  
 
President’s Message  from Mary Elisabeth Poirier 
 
With no snowstorms in the forecast, the January meeting was well-attended. 
But it may have been the thought of Mexican sunshine that brought all those 
members to hear our guest speaker Dale Baker’s programme. We concluded 
his talk with the presentation of an Honourary KHS Membership to Dale, in 
recognition of his support for horticulture in Kingston. 
 
January also brings the yearly task of preparing the annual Society reports for 
the OHA. Our 2007 Volunteer Hours report is looking better than that of 
2006. 



  
Our Society is still in need of 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents and several Board 
members. Don’t forget that the current slate is only elected until October 
2008. With these positions unfilled our future will be tenuous come fall. 
 
The KHS Board wishes to say “thank you” to all those members who 
switched from a hard-copy mail-out of their newsletter to an email format. 
This has resulted in reducing printing  to 200 copies, instead of 260. Bravo on 
saving a few more trees and $60 next month in production costs! 
 
If you are starting seeds or cuttings for the spring, consider a few surplus for 
the May Plant Sale.  
  
The former Kingston Lung Association Garden Festival has been cancelled 
for 2008, but hopefully will reappear under a new umbrella group in 2009.  
 
Show schedules of the August OHA Convention are now available online. If 
you are considering going, rooms are limited so book sooner rather than later. 
  
New Members: a warm KHS welcome to Kerry Stewart and Marian 
Holobow. 
 
“ Volunteers are not paid- not because they are worthless but because they 
are priceless.” Anonymous. 
 
Noxious weeds: who decides what they are, and why are they so classified?  
J.M. 
 In Ontario, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural affairs decides the 
“what”, but it’s a little more difficult to understand the “why”. The dictionary 
defines “noxious” as “harmful to living things”. The US Department of 
Agriculture spells it out a little more clearly by defining “noxious weeds” as 
those that threaten crops, livestock or native species.  The threat may be 
caused by the fact that the weeds contaminate and degrade field crops and 
lessen the value of the agricultural output, or they may have a direct toxic 
effect on animals or people.  
Checking out the latest Ontario Noxious Weeds list may bring you a few 
surprises. There are 23 plants on the list and there is a provision in the act for 
municipalities to declare any weed as a local noxious weed.   Did you know 
that wild carrot and colt’s foot are on the list? I’m not bothered by that, but 



thistles and milkweed are also there. Now that could be a problem. Finches 
love thistle seeds and milkweed is food for the Monarch butterfly larvae. 
 The Provincial statute sets out the prohibitions and actions in no uncertain 
terms: “Every person in possession of land shall destroy all noxious weeds on 
it”. R.S.O 1990. And “For the purpose of searching for noxious weeds or 
weed seeds an inspector may at any time between sunrise and sunset enter 
upon any land or buildings, except a dwelling house, in the area within his 
jurisdiction”. R.S.O 1990.  Well, at least they can’t search under your bed! 
Reading the entire statute it’s obvious that someone, somewhere had far too 
much time on their hands. The regulations apply to all lands whether privately 
or municipally owned.  
So what’s on the list?  Well, there’s Common barberry which carries the 
stem rust fungus of oats, rye and barley; European buckthorn which is the 
alternate host for a fungus that causes oak leaf and crown rust and has a 
purgative effect on anyone or anything silly enough to eat the berries or bark; 
Johnson grass contains hydrogen cyanide; Poison hemlock causes respiratory 
failure; Cypress and Leafy spurges are toxic to cattle and cause a severe rash 
on the skin of those who are allergic to latex;  Poison ivy contains urishiol , a 
contact toxin that initiates a nasty skin rash; Milkweeds contain a cardiac 
glycoside that is toxic to animals, but the plants are so bitter that they are not 
often eaten, and unless there is a local problem of animals becoming ill from 
ingesting it, inspectors might not order it destroyed. The others- Bull thistle, 
Canada thistle, Wild carrot, Colt’s foot, Dodder, Goat’s beard, Knapweed, 
Nodding thistle, Proso millet, Ragweed, Yellow rocket, Russian thistle, 
Scotch thistle, Sow thistle, Tuberous vetchling, Chess, seem to be on the list 
because they invade crops and reduce their usable yield.  Two of my least 
favourite invaders- Swallow-wort and Garlic mustard – didn’t make the list, 
but it’s noted that in some jurisdictions , Purple loosestrife has been added. 
 I note that many of these weeds are found in great numbers on public lands 
in Kingston. Either we have no local inspectors or they don’t go out looking 
for trouble; whether that’s good or bad depends on your point of view. I’d 
like to see all the buckthorn removed but I hope they leave the milkweeds 
alone for the Monarchs to enjoy.  
 
 
The following information is for the benefit of those who want to apply 
for funds from the KHS Community Improvement Fund.  
 
A limited amount of money is available to assist groups or individuals within 
the boundaries of Greater Kingston to complete projects of a mainly 



horticultural nature which will benefit the citizens of Kingston. Hardscape 
materials [for example, gravel for paths, wood for planter boxes, and the like] 
and durable items such as garden tools are acceptable expenses; plant 
material may be approved at the discretion of the Committee. 
A group or individual may apply for a sum between $100.00 and $250.00. 
Successful applicants from one year may reapply in the next but preference 
may be given to first-time applicants.  
 
Applications must be received by the CIF Committee of Kingston 
Horticultural Society by June 1, 2008. All applicants will be notified of the 
Committee decisions and cheques will be issued by June 25/08.  The 
decisions of the Committee are final and no protests will be allowed.  
 
Kingston Horticultural Society will require a written report on the finished 
project by October 1, 2008 and photographs are desirable. The Committee 
may visit the site to view the results of the work.  
 
Application forms are available from the CIF Committee. Contact person is 
Jane Murphy, 142 Baker St. Kingston, K7K 7K9; email 
jane.murphy@sympatico.ca. 
 
ONE POINT OF VIEW   ….with MEP.  
 
Educating the consumer of plastic pots: Biodegradable pots such as bamboo 
composite actually use more energy to create than do plastic ones and only 
break down when exposed to air and moisture, which are often not present in 
a landfill. Unless the consumer buries them in their yard, they are not better 
than regular plastic.  
 
Plastic containers are completely recyclable so the material stays in the 
system, rather than having to get new resources each time as the 
biodegradable ones require.  
 
The nursery industry is wrestling with this issue for sure. There will be some 
cool products in the coming year. But just as plastic bags for groceries require 
38% less energy and resources to produce than do paper bags, so too do 
conventional plastic pots have the edge over biodegradable at the present 
time.  
 



Do you agree? Disagree? Write a letter or a follow-up article. All reasoned 
opinions welcome.  
KHS Committees 2007-2008.  
Please  offer your services as a committee chair or volunteer. 

Awards: Mary Elisabeth Poirier and Jane Murphy. 

Bus trips; vacant. 

Civic Improvement Fund; Ann Levison, Yvonne Boegman, Diane 

Ellis, Margaret Skolnick, Jane Murphy.  

Door prizes; Adrian Cooper. 

Flower Shows: June Show, Adrian Cooper and Wendy Bryant; 

August Show, Adrian Cooper and Jane Murphy. 

Garden Tours, Members only: Steve Crafts, Roland Boegman. 

KHS Programme: Mary Elisabeth Poirier. 

Kingston Blooms, Schools In Bloom: Irene White, Valerie & 

John Bateman, Mary Elisabeth Poirier.  

Membership: Lisa Cook, Jane Murphy. 

Membership & Data Coordinator: Lisa Cook. 

Newsletter: Editor, Barri Chamberlain.  

                   Distribution, Lois Tisdale until May, 2008. 

Nominations: Dave White, Jane Murphy. 

OHA Liaison : District 3 Asst. Director & Secretary, Mary 

Elisabeth Poirier. 

Paterson Awards: Harvey & Shirley Eves.  

Plant Sales: May-Jane Murphy, Roland Boegman, Mary Elisabeth 

Poirier. 

                   June Members -Only Sale-Adrian Cooper. 

                   September Members- Only Sale- Rose Reid. 

Public Plantings; Adrian Cooper, Ann Levison, Bill Chambers, Jane 

Murphy. 

Publicity: Mary Elisabeth Poirier, Jane Murphy. 

Show Corner: Margaret Skolnick, Sue Pritchard. 

Trophies: Mary Elisabeth Poirier.  

Website Coordinator: Kim Hay. kim@starlightcascade.ca 



Yard Sale: Margaret Skolnick 

Yearbook: Shirley Kwakkenbos & Hugh Pollitt-Smith. 

January Programme review; jm. 

Thank goodness for people who travel and are willing to share 

their beautiful pictures of far-away places with those of us who 

think travelling to Gananoque is venturesome. Dale Baker’s slide 

show of Mexican flora and scenery took us from the cold of a 

Canadian night to much warmer climes. Too bad we had to come 

back to reality when the show was over. Even though the plant 

material was larger and more luxuriant than most of can grow, the 

pictures gave us many ideas on combining colours and containers to 

good effect. Thanks, Dale.  

 
NURSERIES WHICH GIVE A 10% DISCOUNT ON PLANTS  TO 
KHS MEMBERS FOR 2008. 

YYYYYYYYoooooooouuuuuuuu        mmmmmmmmuuuuuuuusssssssstttttttt        PPPPPPPPrrrrrrrreeeeeeeesssssssseeeeeeeennnnnnnntttttttt        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrrr        KKKKKKKKHHHHHHHHSSSSSSSS        mmmmmmmmeeeeeeeemmmmmmmmbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrsssssssshhhhhhhhiiiiiiiipppppppp        ccccccccaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrdddddddd        ttttttttoooooooo        tttttttthhhhhhhheeeeeeee        ccccccccaaaaaaaasssssssshhhhhhhhiiiiiiiieeeeeeeerrrrrrrr        bbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeffffffffoooooooorrrrrrrreeeeeeee        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrrr        
ppppppppuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrcccccccchhhhhhhhaaaaaaaasssssssseeeeeeeessssssss        aaaaaaaarrrrrrrreeeeeeee        rrrrrrrruuuuuuuunnnnnnnngggggggg        iiiiiiiinnnnnnnn........         DDDDDDDDoooooooo        nnnnnnnnooooooootttttttt        lllllllleeeeeeeetttttttt        aaaaaaaannnnnnnnyyyyyyyyoooooooonnnnnnnneeeeeeee        eeeeeeeellllllllsssssssseeeeeeee        uuuuuuuusssssssseeeeeeee        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrrr        ccccccccaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrdddddddd,,,,,,,,         tttttttthhhhhhhheeeeeeee        ddddddddiiiiiiiissssssssccccccccoooooooouuuuuuuunnnnnnnntttttttt        iiiiiiiissssssss        
ffffffffoooooooorrrrrrrr        mmmmmmmmeeeeeeeemmmmmmmmbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrssssssss        oooooooonnnnnnnnllllllllyyyyyyyy........         

KINGSTON 

Canadian Tire Cataraqui, 2560 Princess St. K7G 2K2/at Gardiners Rd Tel: 
384-0011,  
** LIVE GOODS ONLY **Discount valid until September 30th, 2008.**  

Canadian Tire Kingston Centre, 59 Bath Road,K7L 5G3 Tel: 549-4200 
.** Live goods only.** 

Earthworx   sells soil etc., 571 John Counter Blvd, Kingston, Ontario K7M 
3L5 Tel: 547-5713 

Kingston Farm & Garden Centre, 93 John Counter Blvd K7K 6C7 Tel: 
546-5561 **LIVE GOODS ONLY.** 

LL eellaanndd  CCoouunnttrr yy  GGaarr ddeenn,,  [[DDaavvee  WWhhiittee]],,  22994433  NNoorr tthh  SShhoorr ee  RRdd..  RRRR  22,,  
PPeerr tthh..  KK 00HH  22LL 00..  TTeell ..  335533--11115511..  **   2255%%   ooff ff   ffoorr   aacctt iivvee  KK HHSS  vvoolluunntteeeerr ss!!         
nnnnnnnnoooooooorrrrrrrrdddddddd@@@@@@@@kkkkkkkkiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnggggggggssssssssttttttttoooooooonnnnnnnn........nnnnnnnneeeeeeeetttttttt........         
Minaker’s Flower Centre, 818 Hwy.2 East, K7L 4V1 – just past CFB 
Kingston Tel:546-4058 



Neil’s Flowers,  1622 Sydenham Rd. Kingston, K7L 4V4 Tel: 286-3457 

Potters Nurseries Ltd. 690 Golden Mile Rd. Kingston , K7M 6K6 Tel:389-
3333 

RRoonnaa  GGaarr ddeenn  CCeennttrr ee,,  22334422  PPrriinncceessss  SStt..,,  KKiinnggssttoonn,,  OOnnttaarriioo  KK77MM  33GG44,,  
TTeell::553311--66222255  
Sun Harvest Greenhouses, 2542 Perth Rd., Glenburnie, Ontario, K0H 1S0 
Tel: 546-6541 **LIVE PLANTS ONLY.** 

  
AALLMMOONNTTEE  ::    
  WWhhiitteehhoouussee  PPeerr eennnniiaallss,,  559944  RRaaee  RRdd..,,  RRRR22,,  AAllmmoonnttee  OONN  KK00AA  11AA00,,  TTeell::  
((661133))  225566--33440066  ,,  TToollll  ffrreeee  11--887777  225566--33440066    wwwwww..wwhhiitteehhoouusseeppeerreennnniiaallss..ccoomm    

  
GGAANNAANNOOQQUUEE::  
MM aaddee  iinn  tthhee  SShhaaddee  PPeerr eennnniiaallss,,  LLaauurraa  TTaatttteerrssaallll,,  33662266  HHwwyy  22,,  RRRR33,,  
GGaannaannooqquuee,,  KK77GG  22VV55,,  ((661133))  338822--88225511      
MM iill llss  GGaarr ddeenn  CCeennttrr ee  &&   GGrr eeeennhhoouusseess  ((1155%% ))      446600  SSeeccoonndd  SStt..  GGaannaannooqquuee  
TTeell::  338822--33115588  oonn  **RReegguullaarr  pprriicceedd  iitteemmss  oonnllyy!!**   
 
MERRICKVILLE:  
 Rideau Woodland Ramble, 210 Barritts Rapid Rd. County Rd. 23, Tel. 
613-258-3707. 
 
NAPANEE:  
 Simple Country Pleasures Greenhouses, 5861 County Rd. 9,Napanee. Tel. 
613-354-4488. www.scp.perennials.com. Please note:  Discount applies 
to greenhouses only, not at the Farmers’ Market in Kingston.  
 
ODESSA:   
 Burt’s Greenhouses. Exit 599 from the 401, north on Odessa Rd. to 2nd left 
to 539 Maple Rd. Tel. 386-3391. 
 
PICTON:  
 Arbour Gardens, Phil & Lenore Kennedy, 643 County Rd. 4 [Talbot Rd], 
RR* Picton. Tel. 613-476-1825. 
 
TRENTON:   Connon Nurseries: 956A Old Highway #2, RR2 Trenton. 
Tel. 613-392-0402.  
 



REMEMBER: NO MEMBERSHIP CARD=NO DISCOUNT.  NO 
EXCEPTIONS!  ! 
 

KHS February Events: 

7- KHS Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, Township Chapel of Tompkins 
Funeral Home.  

14- KHS Meeting at the Seniors’ Centre, 56 Francis Street, 7:30 P.M. 
Programme; “Alpines of the High Desert” with Ottawa Valley Rock 
Garden enthusiasts Ernie Boyd and Hugh Hope.  

 

MARCH  

6- KHS Board Meeting , 7:30 p.m. , Township Chapel of Tompkins 
Funeral Home.  

13- KHS meeting, 7:30 p.m. at the Seniors Centre, 56 Francis St. 
Programme- “New and Improved Annuals , the latest colour and design 
trends” with Dave Minaker of  Minaker’s Flower Centre. 

Other events of interest:  

Feb. 9- Horticulture Tours 2008 with Frank Kershaw at the Old Mill 
Restaurant, Toronto. 

Feb. 16- “Get the Jump On Spring” at the Toronto Botanical Gardens. 

Feb.21-Toronto Botanical Gardens is hosting a conference on Green 
Roofs. 

 March 6-9, Successful Gardening Show at the Toronto International 
Centre. 

March 12-15- Canada Blooms at the Toronto Convention Centre. 
McCoy Travel has bus tours available Mar. 12-15, 7:45 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
daily. 

April 11-13- Peterborough “For The Love of Gardening” show, 
Evinrude Centre, Peterborough. 150 vendors and exhibitors, displays, 
lectures and demos.  



More information about the “events of interest” available from Mary 
Elisabeth Poirier or Jane Murphy.  

 

Please remember that the annual KHS Plant Sale will be held on May 
17. As usual, we are asking members to sow a few extra seeds especially 
of annuals, herbs and vegetables, start cuttings of houseplants and save 
divisions from their gardens in the spring. This is our major fund-raiser 
and a tradition in the community, an opportunity for people to obtain 
good, locally grown plants for their gardens. Your generosity is 
appreciated. Convenors Roland Boegman and Jane Murphy would be 
delighted to have members volunteer to be on the planning committee 
and help at the sale.  

 
 

 
 

Invites you to attend the 
Ontario Horticultural Association’s 
District 3 Annual General Meeting 
9:30 am Saturday April 26 2008 

*Registration Desk opens at 8:30 am 
Grace United Church 

85 Dundas St. E. 
Trenton Ont. 

 
 

Enter from the side door by the parking lot, where there is room for about                    
40 cars, there is ample room for cars just south of the Church in the  
Centennial Parking lot.  Easy access ramp up to the entrance door.  
 
Registration fee of $20 per attendee includes admission to the meeting, 
special guest speaker presentation, morning hospitality and luncheon. 
Please submit your Society pre-registration form and fees postmarked  
no later than March 28, 2008.** No at-the-door registrations or refunds. 
 
We welcome guest speaker Joel Schraven of Pickering Nurseries  
with his presentation of old and new roses.  Mr. Schraven took over  
Pickering nurseries from his father who started the business in 1951. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

. 


