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All members and friends are cordially invited to our Monthly Meeting,
Thursday, April 10", at 7.30p.m.

Our April Programme

‘Keeping Interest in the Garden
and

Keeping Gardening Interesting’
With

Janet Croshy

Please note deadline for copy for the May edition of Columbine is the 16 of April.

Please check the new meeting time.
We will start at 7.30 p.m.

This is a half hour earlier than our former start time.



This meeting, as with our regular monthly meetings, will be held
at the Kingston Senior’s Centre, 56, Francis Street. Entry from the
south parking lot leads to an accessible ramp door and the
Gymnasium Hall. Extra parking is also available in the north
parking lot with entry leading directly down the hall to the
Gymnasium. We would like to draw to your attention that a New
Escorted exit by flashlight is available at the conclusion of the
meetings. To take advantage of this service, just ask a member of
the staff.

The Kingston Horticultural Society may be reached by mail at: P.O. Box
774, Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7L 4X6. The Society publishes the

Columbine Newsletter ten times per year.

The Columbine editor is Barri Chamberlain, 613-389-0573
By e-mail at: b.chamberlain@sympatico.ca
The Kingston Horticultural Society is visible on the web at:

http://www.ikweb.com/khs/index.html

The Society Website Coordinator is Kim Hay who may be reached at:

kim@starlightcascade.ca



KHS Executive 2007 - 2008

President:
Mary Elisabeth Poirier
Secretary:
Hugh Pollitt-Smith
Treasurer:

Mabel Corlett
Membership & Data Coordinator:
Lisa Cook
Past President:

David White
Newsletter Distribution Coordinator:

Lois Tisdale

There are vacancies for the first and second Vice Presidents positions
and for a further six board members



“Flower
Arranging &
Show Corner”

With Margaret Skolnick
and Sue Pritchard

Competition for April 10™".
Decorative Division

Class 1:  ‘Green Thumb’ - a design incorporating a small gardening tool

Class 2: ‘Pause for Reflection’ — a water viewing design

Horticultural Division

Class 3:  Any flowering bulb from your garden.

Class 4: A foliage plant
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Programme Notes for April Meeting MEP

Janet Crosby of Brookside Perennials has lectured at the Kingston Lung
Association Garden Festival in the past, and several KHS members visit her
every April at the Peterborough Garden Expo to see what exceptional
perennials or beautiful herbaceous and/or Tree peonies are available to the
early birds.

She started Brookside Perennials in 1995 at her Cobourg home as a ‘part-time’
occupation, having worked as registered nurse and raising 4 children.
Gardening and collecting for at least 15 years developed into a passion for



unusual plants and shrubs. Having difficulty finding what she was looking for
meant that copious amounts of seed were germinated, and windowsills and
tables were always overflowing. In time the gardens grew into a nursery with an
excellent variety of rare and unusual plants, shrubs and trees. Their selection of
peonies and clematis is unsurpassed. They also provide consultations, garden
installations and rejuvenations.

Janet’s photography matches her plant selections, so your eyes are in for a
treat.

Brookside Perennials (www.brooksideperennials.ca) in Cobourg has an
outstanding selection of exceptional plants.

President’'s Message Mary Elisabeth Poirier

Well we are a third of the way into our term, and unfortunately we have had no
one come forward to sit on the KHS Board - you will see a note from your Past
President Dave White. Jane Murphy and Dave White form the Nominating
Committee for our board and we would appreciate it if you were to read their
perspective on volunteering. They each will be writing upcoming articles.

A reminder that our Spring Plant Sale will be held on May 17" is appropriate at
this time as we need every member’s assistance in making this fund raiser a
success. A ‘help wanted’ sheet will be circulated at the April meeting for the
Friday evening set up May 16™.

Our next fundraiser will be the ‘Dinner with Ed Lawrence’ event scheduled for
Saturday May 10" at 5:30 p.m. A Silent Auction will also take place to benefit
the ‘William Paterson Dedication’ fund. We have finally been given approval to
undertake the planning and purchase of a grave marker and accompanying
flowerbed for this past, most notable KHS member. We look forward to your
support of this new KHS fundraising initiative. A limited number of tickets are
available by contacting me with your reservation request for what should prove
to be an entertaining evening. A flyer will be printed at the end of this newsletter
for distribution and donations to the Silent Auction would be most welcome.

KHS (blue) Brochure change of date---Saturday May 24". The Lemoine Point
10" Anniversary events including the Spring Wildflower walk will take place on
Saturday May 24"



Thank you to the family of past KHS member and Master Gardener - Elma
Vanags Stokes . They have donated a large number of books to the KHS. We
will be using some as door prizes, some will be sold at the May Plant Sale and
yet others will be donated to the Dinner with Ed Lawrence Silent Auction.

It would appear that just about everyone is asking you to part with some money
for a worthwhile cause. Unfortunately your Society is no exception. We are
trying to be most imaginative and to this end your Board has come up with this
idea. Would you contribute your garden for one day this summer? Just one day
and only from 1 p.m. till 4 p.m. Would you be prepared to visit a garden and to
bring some friends who also appreciate the joy of gardening? We think there is
interest in Kingston for open garden tours as the public tours we organised in
the past have been missed. There would be no charge for the visits but we hope
to induce people to make a donation on site at the gate. It would be further
appreciated if the owners might have some associated plant or garage sale with
them donating whatever they consider appropriate to the Society funds.

Please, get motivated, think green (and pink and yellow and orange) this
summer.

There will be only one garden open on that advertised weekend. The list of
garden tours planned for the month will be published in the KHS newsletter or
keep an eye out for continuing articles in Kingstonthisweek. All gardens open 1-
4 p.m. on the day, rain or shine.

Kingston OPEN Gardens (dates available for sign up)

Sun May 25™---Sat Jun 14"---Sun Jun 22"%---Sun Jun 29"---Sat Jul 5"---Jul 12"
or 13" —Jul 19" or 20"—Jul 26" or 27"---Aug 2™ or 3"---Aug 9" or 10"---Sun
Aug 17"---Sun Aug 24™---Aug 30" or 31
**Please see the sign up table for sheets.

Let’s get acquainted with Board Members

The Directors of the Kingston Horticultural Society

Currently there are a number of vacancies for the position of Director with our
horticultural society. A club with such a membership of ours is expected to
maintain a specific number of Directors to serve on the executive. We need at
least four more to remain a viable society. It's that serious!



A Director is an entry-level position with the club and the minimum requirement
expected is to attend monthly meetings, with the exception of July and August.
The meetings are held on the 1% Thursday of the month.

The salary you receive is not taxable - just kidding, it would be taxable if there
were a salary but there isn’'t one, so in this way we minimize your taxable
income. |, and others, do get free coffee at our monthly meeting though, |
haven’t added the value of that to my net income, as yet.

The meetings start at 7:30 p.m. and generally last about 1% hours. The
Directors are expected to represent the membership and provide direction for
the club in the planning and execution of yearly activities. It is also expected
that a Director will take a leadership role on a least one committee. There is a
great deal of support for this from the other Directors and from the outcome of
past years activities. We aren’t re-inventing the wheel each year, there is a
framework to work within that is quite supportive and within the capacity of any
adult, even me. One of the other roles is to provide support to the other
Directors in the activities they are leading and provide good counsel in the
decision making process.

These openings are wonderful opportunities for members, particularly new
members, to gain a greater appreciation of the operation of the club, to meet
new people and to become more involved with the community.

If you have any questions please feel free to approach any of the existing club
executive or anyone whose phone number is listed in the Columbine or the
club’s website.

Dave White, Past President

Director’s Duties.

In general, the OHA states that the Board is responsible for;

-the organizations’ programs, image and assets which must be managed in
good faith and as the reasonably prudent person would do.

-spending the organization’s funds on programs that represent the goals and
philosophy of the Society; adequate controls on spending must be spelled out.
-planning and implementing programs that fit with the goals of the Society.
-keeping in touch with the Society members by regular reports to them on the
decisions and planning of the board.

-safeguarding the image of the Society as it is presented to the community.
-maintaining the appropriate insurance coverage for liability and Directors and
Officers Insurance.

-ensuring that Society events are presented in a safe and appropriate fashion.



Specific to KHS Directors, the usual expectations are:

-that they will attend Board, regular and special meetings.

-that they will be responsible for the functions and events of the Society.

-that they will assist with financial planning by presenting a budget for any
function for which they are responsible, and by considering financial motions
and voting on them in accordance with our Constitutional guidelines.

-that they will promote the Society to the public.

-that they will be familiar with our Constitution and uphold its objectives.

-that they will hold in confidence all Society Board discussions. The President is
responsible for communicating Board decisions to the membership.

OWS...... FLOWER SHOWS...... FLOWER SHOWS........ FLOWE

Yes, it's almost that time again. March 21" was the last day to purchase plants
to enter in the June Show. But luckily for those who didn’'t make the cut-off you
have until April 16 ™ to purchase a cactus, African violet, fern or other potted
plant. So run right out to the nearest garden centre and take advantage of their
winter sales. Don’t forget our discounts apply.

Now we need to have a talk about time and the flower shows. The rules state
that ALL EXHIBITS MUST BE IN PLACE BY 10:30 . That's not just because
Adrian and | want a break, but between then and 11:00 we have to check that all
the entries are in the correct class. In all the hustle and bustle it's easy to put
something in the wrong place. Nobody wants that, you can’t win a ribbon if your
entry’s not in its rightful place. If some classes are stuffed to the gills we have to
shuffle plants around so that the judge and everyone else can clearly see your
fantastic entry. And, oh, blush, blush oh my, at one of the shows last year the
Decorative judge pointed out that someone was still fiddling with their entry at
10:45. (Yes it is true, not a word of a lie. And that's a no-no). We don’t want the
judges thinking that K.H.S. doesn’t know how to put on a proper flower show
that would make your Grandma proud. (The entry could have been disqualified
but it wasn't). Sorry, sorry, just blotting me eyes, thinking about poor old
Grandma. We also have to prep the judges’ assistants and answer any last
minute questions the judges might have. So now you all know that all entries
must be in place by 10:30 and you need to be out of the area, and why. Thanks
for understanding.

Sigh... and then there is the closing time. NO ENTRY MAY BE REMOVED
PRIOR TO 5:30. No ifs and or but..but... but. If you are unable to leave your



entry in place until 5:30 you are not eligible to enter. If you can’t get back to the
mall then ask a friend, a relative or the guy whose car you almost hit as you
rushed to get your flowers in place before the 10:30 bell.

The board and the executive want to put on a show that is well run and
encourage non-members to enter and hopefully become fully-fledged, card
carrying K.H.S. members. And we can’t do it without you.

Phew! Now we’'ve got the lecture out of the way let’'s have fun. I'll meet you at
the Garden Centre and we can get a great plant for the August show.

Wendy Bryant

The Paterson Memorial Rock Garden requires its annual spring cleaning. This
will take place on Thursday, April 24" from 1-3 p.m. and on Sunday, Apr. 27", 1-
3 p.m. All you need are a hand trowel or cultivator, some energy and a sense of
humour. Loppers and pruners will be provided. If we have three or four people at
each session, we'll be finished in no time. Call Jane Murphy

March Presentation Review Jane Murphy

Dave Minaker, our March speaker, gave a very entertaining talk on combining
annuals to best advantage, and using them in containers. Dave's father believes
that if men bought the bedding plants, they'd be all red and white, preferably red
geraniums and white petunias | suppose. That's not a bad combination but Dave
showed so many other possibilities. Over the years, breeders have improved the
palette of colours to the point that there is something for every taste. One deep-
hued petunia is especially fine, and petunias in general have had a face-

lift. Most are self-cleaning, which eliminates deadheading what Dave calls the
"wet-tissue" flowers after a rainstorm. One or two plants will fill an 18 inch pot
and give a summer's worth of pleasure. Some of Dave's favourite flowers are
the deep red verbena, the vigorous black-eyed susan vine, and for shade, the
angel-wing begonia along with a wide selection of coleus. He says the best
advice he can give is for us to grow what pleases our eye and not be too
concerned what the "experts" say we should choose. After reading over the lists
of the plants to be sold at his nursery this year, it's obvious that we will have fun
choosing our ‘must-haves’.

Last month we wondered what happened to recycled plastic. Here'’s the
answers received from Tim Laprade, Public Education Coordinator — Strategy,
Environment and Communications, City of Kingston:



Plastic Bags (#4) are currently recycled through our grey box program. They
are made into such items as shipping envelopes, film, grocery sacks, paneling,
compost bins, trash bags and running shoes.

Plant Pots (#5, | believe)... Recycle only the ones that have a number although
you may find some collectors may leave them in your recycling bin. They are
made into such items as signal lights, oil funnels, ice scrapers, brooms &
brushes.

Plastic Lumber can be made from #2 plastics.

Fairmont Home - a long-term care home for seniors located north of
Kingston, on Battersea Rd is asking if any of our members might be willing to
help to maintain and develop their gardens. Call Lynn Laird 613-546-4263 ext
581 or llaird@frontenaccounty.ca for more information or to volunteer.

Local Calendar

April

Wednesday, 2 ". The Kingston Fibre Artists’ 11" Annual Exhibition and Sale,
Mythic Images, opens Wednesday, April 2" in the Foyer at the Central Branch,
Kingston Frontenac Public Library and runs until April 29. Opening Reception:
Thursday, April 3 6 —9 p.m.

Thursday, 3™. KHS Exec Meeting, 7:30pm, Township Chapel Gordon F
Tompkins, 435 Davis Dr. Kingston West

Mondays, 7" or 14"™. Ikebana lessons with Cliff Byrnes, afternoons, call 613-
382-8880.

Thursday, 10 ™. KHS Meeting, 7.30 p.m. Seniors’ Centre, Francis St.

Monday, 14 ™. Collins Bay HS presents; “New Annuals” with Dave Minaker
Friday, 25 ™. Pitch-In Kingston Day.

Saturday, Apr 26 . Rideau 1000 Islands Master Gardeners workshop, Kingston
location

May

Thursday, 1. KHS Exec Meeting 7:30pm, Township Chapel Gordon F
Tompkins, 435 Davis Dr,

Thursday,8 . KHS Meeting. Programme: “For The Love of Trees”.

Saturday, 10™. Communities in Bloom Kingston Kick-off, Canadian Tire
Cataraqui, 10am-12 noon

Rose of Hope sale at Canadian Tire, Ed Lawrence at Minakers Flower Centre,
2.30-4.30p.m.

Saturday, 10 ™. Dinner with Ed Lawrence.
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For tickets or to make a Silent Auction donation
contact 613 — 384 - 7790 or
megardens@cogeco.ca




Fairmount Home - a long-term care home for senocated north of Kingston, on Battersea Rd is
asking if any of our members might be willing tdgheo maintain and develop their gardens. Call Lynn
Laird 613-546-4263 ext 581 ¢iaird @frontenaccounty.cdor more information or to volunteer.

The Ottawa Region Floral Art Group welcomesyou to attend

A Demonstration of Layered Designs by Marisa Bergagnini
on Monday, April 21, 2008, at 7:15 p.m. at Central Park Lodge, 2370 Carling Ave.,, East
Building, Basement Craft Room, Feeat thedoor: Members-$5.00 Non-Members- $10.00
Marisa Bergagnini is a qualified design judge and a horticulturadge for the Garden Club of
Ontario. She is a member of the World AssociatibRlower Arrangers (WAFA). She has represented
Canada, throughout the world, including Scotlandl Auastralia and has won many awards.

April 11-13, 2008

Peterborough Garden Show "For the Love of Gardening”

Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, ON

Admission: $5.00. More informatiomww.peterboroughgardens.ca/showhome.html

A Bench & A Few Good Chairs—The County Garden Show
Fri Apr 18 5-8pm Opening & Reception--- Sat 19 4fn $10 Show & Sale , at the Crystal Palace,
375 Picton St, Picton, presented by the Edith Féx& Loss Centrewww.benchandchair.org

April 18-20, 2008

Ottawa Is Blooming - 9th Annual Kanata Garden & Landscape Show

Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe AVenue, Ottawa, ON

Show open 10am - 8pm April 18; 10am - 5pm April 16am - 4pm April 20. Features displays 160
marketplace booths and free seminars.

Toronto Botanical GarderBDWARDS LECTURE SERIES
Floral Hall, Admission: $15, TBG members free
Limited seating. Door sales only. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. No advance sales or reservations.

Wednesday, April 16, 7:30 p.m.

A Garden for Every Day of the Year

with John Massey, UK

With 45 Royal Horticultural Society gold medals to his name, you might wonder how plant breeder
and nurseryman John Massey has had time to establish a private garden — but he has, and he’s
filled it with his many specialty plants: hellebores, dwarf conifers, anemone pavonina, primula
auricula, lewisia, hardy cyclamen, hepatica, hydrangea and salvia. His garden openings raise
thousands of pounds each year for charity. Now, we are invited to enjoy a tour of his garden, via
his words and the wonderful images by well-known garden photographer Jonathan Buckley. Come
and be inspired!

Ashwood Nurseries has been run by the present owner, John Massey, since 1967. During that
time, he has established a haven for plantaholics. The nursery has an impressive selection of
shrubs, trees, fruit, roses, climbing plants, herbaceous perennials, alpines and heathers. His
hellebores are regarded as being some of the finest strains ever produced, attracting gardeners
and growers from all over the world.

Rose ‘Cap Diamant’ is the floral emblem of the 4@mniversary of the founding of Quebec City



Hybridized by Christian Bédard from the province or Québec, Cap-Diamant
rose is the floral emblem of the 400 th anniversary of Québec city.Wearing
double flowers, 7-10 cm in diameter with 20-25 petals,its perfume has a spicy
aroma Stems,20-50 cm in length, are covered with shiny olive green tinted
leaves and the plants do not need to be covered for winter since it is very
hardy. Only a light cleaning in the spring will help to get the best flowering.
Cap-Diamant is also very resistant to common roses diseases such as
blackspot, oidium, rust and powdery mildew.

Upcoming Events, a little further afield

April

5" United Counties Master Gardeners hobtsrthern Hybrid Roses w/ Dr Neville Arnold &

Catherine Arnold, reserve tickets 613-774-3996, &12he door 1pm, Morrisburg Meeting Centre,

12580 County Rd 2

9" Gananoque HS presents “Shade Plants”, Houseptant &nd seed exchange

11"M-13"™ for the love of Gardening Garden Show , Evinrude Ctr, 911 Monaghan Rd., Peterborough,
www.peterboroughgardens.ca

17"-20" Ontario Garden Show, Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 680 Plains Roa&uMington,

Apr 18-20 Ottawa is Blooming - 9th Annual Kanata Garden & Landscape Show, Nepean

Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave, Ottawa, Show op8am - 8pm April 18; 10am - 5pm April 19;

10am - 4pm April 20. Features displays, 160 mat&egbooths and free seminars.

18M-19™ A Bench & A Few Good Chairs—The County Gardenhd-ri Apr 18 5-8pm Opening &

Reception--- Sat 19 —10-4pm $10 Show & Sale , etGfystal Palace, 375 Picton St, Picton, presented

by the Edith Fox Life & Loss Centrejww.benchandchair.org

21% Ottawa Regional Floral Art Group welcomes Marisag@gni with “A Demonstration of Layered

Designs”, 715 pm at Central Park Lodge, 2370 Garfwe, East Building, Basement Craft Room,

Non-members $10

Sat Apr 26 OHA District 3 AGM, hosted by the Trenton Hortitudal Society & Garden Club

Apr 26" Rideau 1000 Islands Master Gardeners workshamskon location

Apr 28", 29" & 30"/2008 RBG Horticultural Judging School (runs u@it 2010)

May

5™ Floral Arts meeting, 7pm Gananoque, Layered Designs

8" The Canadian Club of Kingston presents David ipisenior Climatologist, Environment Canada,
11.30 am for 12 noon, Minos Uptown Village Restatiraeservations 384-2021, $27 non-members
10" Dinner with Ed Lawrence, a Kingston HS Fundraiser, 530pm dinner & silent auction,
advance tickets only $25, contact Presdent Mary Elisabeth Poirier 613-384-7790 or
megardens@cogeco.ca

10" Gananoque Annual Plant Sale 930am-1130a.m. iRélceeation Centre parking lot

12" Collins Bay HS presents “Garden design ideas” wdstdr Gardeners Anne Maxwell & Liz
Tennent

13" Ottawa Botanical Garden Society presents; Thel&wrof Ireland Wbes Kennedy

14" Gananoque HS presents “Landscape design or cergain

16" KHS May Plant Sale set up evening



17" KHS May Plant Sale

23'9-25" Rendez-Vous Horticole, Montreal Botanical Gardenwh

+24™ Come celebrate the "I@nniversary othe Friends of Lemoine Point with a Spring Wildflower
Walk, activities tba

24" Collins Bay HS Plant Sale

28-29 Milne House Garden Club's"8Annual Legacy Event , presenting internationalalalesigner
Ricardo Costa of Brazil, Toronto Botanical Gard@rsral Hall)-call 416-292-4661 or 416-481-4873
for information and/or tickets--Floral Demonstrati?Ved May 28/08 12:15 for 1:00pm $30--
Workshop: Thurs May 29/08 930am-330pm $175 inclugkeserials and lunch// Audit of workshop:
$75 includes lunch



